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What Went On and What’s Going On 
District Governor Don Mullen 
 

The District just concluded its Fall District Meeting in Napoleon, IN hosted by the Ripley County 
Lions Clubs.  It was our first meeting with a little newer format as well as a continued taste of the 
traditional.  The new were four Roundtables with topics concerning Getting More People, District 
Fund Raising and Service Resources, Why people don’t volunteer for Club and District Leader-
ship positions, and Training and District Meetings.  Based on the level of discussion and com-
ments received, this proved to be aa real success.  Please be assured that your District Executive 
Committee will be thoroughly reviewing the discussions and ideas from each table; then develop a 
plan that can immediately and over time be implemented for the benefit of the District. 
 

I would like to thank the Ripley County Lions Clubs (Milan, Batesville, Osgood, Versailles) for 
their efforts in making our meeting enjoyable and successful.  While there are many individuals I 
want to thank, a special thanks to Lions Bill and Toni McDonald of the Osgood Club for every-
thing you did in putting this event together.  It was nothing short of tremendous.  I suppose I 
should apologize for pressuring you a little to do this.  Then again, maybe not so much. LOL. 
 

As far as upcoming events, in November, Official Club Visits will be held at Fairland-Triton, 
Morristown, Bright, Clermont, and Aurora.  On November 10, Versailles will be having a Pancake 
Breakfast from 8 A.M. to 11 A.M.  If you can, go enjoy some good Lions pancakes.  On Novem-
ber 24, Indy-Chapel Hill is having a furniture sale from 9 A.M. to 12 P.M.  If you haven’t been, I 
would encourage you to go as a few years ago we found a nice end table for our family room. 
 

In early December, visits are scheduled for Franklin, Madison, Richmond and Edinburgh.  De-
cember 6, 7, 8 and 13, 14, 15 will be the first Camp Woodsmoke Christmas Walk from 4 P.M. to 

NOTE: Please send Newsletter content and requests to lions25f@gmail.com . 
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10 P.M.  This should be a really cool (intended) event that 
once again demonstrates what a great asset we have in the 
District.  Also, on December 22, there is another Indy-
Chapel Hill Furniture sale. 
 

Please mark the following dates for 2020, 1/11, 1/12 thru 
14, 2/8, 3/14, and 4/24 thru 26.  More info on these dates 
will be coming soon. 
 

I would like to emphasize how important it is for all Clubs 
to share upcoming events with the entire District.  I’m 
speaking of not just fund-raising activities, but service activ-
ities as well.  I do not care where your club is located, as far 
north as Middletown or south as Rising Sun.  If we know 
what you are doing and planning, we can and will promote 
it.  Regardless of what you have experienced or think, there 
may be people who would attend your events.  Where my 
schedule allows, I may also want to attend.  So, I’m chal-
lenging all Clubs to get your events on the District Calen-
dar.  If you have something planned for November or April 
or anywhere in between, get it on the District Calendar.  
Send those dates to PDG Melissa Baker, she’ll gladly post 
them.  As a personal note, while I want to know what all 
clubs are doing, I would particularly like to hear from the 
Clubs in the southern part of the District.  I want to 
acknowledge and promote what you are doing.  While what 
all our Clubs do is important and valued in the District, I 
want the southern Clubs to know they are vital to and val-
ued in the District. 
 

Please mark 3/14/20 on your calendar as our District Con-
vention to be held at the Chapel Hill 7th & 8th Grade Cen-
ter on the westside of Indianapolis.  Guests will be Interna-
tional Director Steve Thornton and his spouse Lion Rebec-
ca.  Briefly, ID Thornton is from Wooster, OH., which ba-
sically makes him a neighbor.  He has been a Lion since 
1980, and has been the recipient of many distinguished Li-
ons recognitions.  There will be more concerning the ID in 
months to come.  We encourage you all to  attend.  Let’s 
make this an attendance record for a District Convention to 
show the Lion Pride we all have in our District. 
 

One word about Getting More People, the District as of 
today is up 3 people for our Lion Year.  While that doesn’t 
sound like much, it is a start in getting to the goal of 1600 
total net people by the end of June, 2020.  Just believe and 
work at it and it will be done. 
 

Finally, as it says in the Lions Pledge, “I pledge allegiance to 
my country and to the cause of piece throughout the world.  
I believe in the principles of Lion-ism as contained in the 
Lion Code of Ethics.  I am proud to be a Lion dedicated to 
the service of others.” 
 

Don Mullen, District Governor 
District 25 F 
Dmullen2312@att.net 
317-294-1790 

< ...continued from Page 1. > 
Thankful November 
1st VDG Ken Faulkner 
 

November is here and it’s time to count our blessings. What 
are you thankful for? There are many things to be thankful 
for and I for one am thankful for everyone that is reading 
this.  The way you serve your communities, your home-
towns, your counties, and our State is nothing short of amaz-
ing. From vision screenings at every school to every pancake 
breakfasts raising funds for our state projects, Amazing !! 
 

How do I know what you’ve done?  Your secretary has en-
tered activities on MyLCI or the MyLion App so that every-
one can read about it. There are others ways too.  Social me-
dia, email, and even this newsletter. But we need you to read 
it and make sure everyone else in your club is reading it too.  
It’s not just for presidents or other officers, but everyone.  
 

At our District Meeting, DG Don had round table discus-
sions and many topics were discussed but we need more. 
What is your complaint, what are doing right, or what can we 
do better to serve our members? We need your thoughts, 
comments, and Ideas about anything.  Then at the Winter 
District Meeting we can discuss even more ways to make our 
District better. 
 

Campaign 100 is now at $124.5 Million, Have you made your 
Pledge yet?  We learned at this past Council Meeting that the 
personal donations in the US are at about 8%.  I think we 
can shoot for 25 % of Lions in the US can donate to your 
Founation .. If you wish your coordinators to come and 
speak about LCIF just let either Myself or PDG John Brown 
know and one of us will be there. 
 

Together We Serve, Better !  
 

Ken Faulkner, 1st Vice District Governor, District 25 F  

Club Activities 
 

November 3, 11AM to 2PM 
Everton Lions Club Chicken Dinner 
Everton Volunteer Fire Dept. 
$10.00 per adult until meals run out 
 

November 16 
Camp Woodsmoke Fall Clean Up Day 
 

November 23 (4th Saturday of the month) 
Chapel Hill Furniture Sale.  Garage sale as well on the same 
day.  
 

December 6, 7, 8, 13, 14, 4PM to 10PM 
Christmas at Camp Woodsmoke - see Santa Claus; trolley 
rides, hay rides, hot drinks and cookies.  Lions Clubs may 
sell items such as fruit, nuts, crafts, etc. as a fund raiser. 
 

January 10-11 
Mid-Winter Conference; Crowne Plaza Hotel, Indianapolis 
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Club Federal Form Requirements 
 

By now all clubs should have filed either the E-postcard or 
the 990 forms to the Federal Government, along with the 
NP-20 to the State of Indiana.  If you HAVE NOT done 
so, these are due by November 15, 2019. 
 
Please be sure this gets completed, so your club will remain 
a 501c4.  Then once the 2018-2019 records are audited, file 
all away and move on to this new fiscal year. 
 
International State Pin Designs are due to DG Don Mullen 
by December 15th.  This is for Canada.  Lets give the in-
coming Governors more designs to ponder over. 
 
CC Ron and myself wish everyone a safe and blessed 
Thanksgiving. 
 
Lion Patricia Bigham, CT 

Smoke Signals from Camp 
Woodsmoke 
 

Christmas at Camp Woodsmoke is coming along well at 
this time. The Lions Trustees and IOMC are partnering to 
reach out to the community in decorating the Camp with 
Christmas lights along the drive where people can drive 
through the Camp to see the decorations and lights or stop 
to see Santa Claus who is visiting at the Shelter House along 
with trolley rides, hay rides, hot drinks and cookies, and 
other things are planned that are both children and adult 
friendly related to the Christmas season. This is an oppor-
tunity for Lions Clubs who wish to sell items such as fruit, 
nuts, crafts, etc. as a fund raiser. The IOMC have already 
started getting buildings decorated and it is coming togeth-
er. We want to keep this rolling.  If you are wanting to vol-
unteer to help decorate on the weekends leading up to the 
Christmas Gala, contact Paul Bowling for times and days 
that decorations are being installed. Also we are in need of 
clear plastic gallon jugs for luminaries. If you have those 
available, please save those jugs and contact a Trustee and 
we will get them there for this project.  The dates for this 
event will be December 6, 7, 8, 14, and 15 from 4 pm to 10 
pm on each of those days. Lions, plan to come and take 
time, at least for one evening, to check this out. From most 
anywhere in the District, the longest drive to Camp 
Woodsmoke is about 1 ½ hours or so. Come and enjoy!!!!!!   
 
The latest report from Paul is that the Camp is almost fully 
booked for 2020. That is a wonderful report to receive. 
Start thinking about booking for 2021 if making use of the 
Camp is part of your plans. Remember that the Camp is 
free for Lions to use on a family outing, reunion, etc. or if 
you want to come and enjoy the peace and quiet along with 
natures beauty. 
 
 Fellow Lions, please be sure to thank Paul and Betty for 
their hard work making the Camp a destination that groups 
come back to use year after year. 
 
Be sure to check out the updated website. 
www.campwoodsmoke.org 
 
The Trustees have set the Fall Clean Up Day for Saturday, 
November 16. Check in will be 8:15 to 9:00 am with donuts 
and coffee to start your morning. The plan is to have work 
completed by 12:30, then lunch, and everything will be 
cleaned up and done by around 2:00. There will be work for 
everyone who comes out to help no matter what your phys-
ical limitations would be. In the Spring, we had 30 Lions 
members and 32 Iron Order members in attendance. So 
much work was done with so many workers. Plan to come 
out this Fall and let’s have a large turnout of Lions for this 
project along with any other volunteers who want to help 
keep Camp Woodsmoke “The Best”. We had a large num-
ber of volunteers in the Spring. A repeat in the Fall would 
be a wonderful thing to see. Remember that the Camp is 

Is your Club event on the District Calen-

dar? Check here: 
 

www.indianalions25f.org/calendar.html 

providing drinks and Betty’s Famous Chicken as part of 
lunch and asking all attendees to bring a covered dish to 
share. If you are planning to help that day, please contact 
Paul and Betty to let them know so they can plan lunch 
accordingly. This Camp was a dream of so many Lions in 
25F and it came to fruition in the early 1960’s. It is now our 
obligation as Lions of 25F to support this Camp through 
our work and donations. 
 
As always, if your Club is interested in having one of our 
Trustees come and make a presentation, please give a Trus-
tee a call. Information can be found in the Club Officers 
District directory.  
 
If you would be interested in serving as a Trustee, please 
contact one of our Trustees to let us know of your interest 
to serve. 
 
If you have not visited Camp Woodsmoke “The Best” in 
the last couple of years, make plans to go and visit this jew-
el of District 25F. Be proud of what we have at this camp 
and thank you Lions for supporting such a fantastic project. 
Let’s not keep it a secret. Get the word out. 
 

Yours in Lionism, 
CC Ron Bigham, CW Trustee 
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Governor’s Visit to Osgood, Versailles, Batesville, and hosted by Milan.  

Beech Grove Lions Club President Mike Pence holds the 
plaque the club received for being chosen Non Profit 
Organization of the Year 2019 by the Greater Beech 
Grove Chamber of Commerce. 

One of 4 Round Table discussions at Fall District Meeting in Napoleon, IN 
hosted by the 4 Ripley County Lions Clubs.  

The Zionsville Lions Club 
take the gold in the Lions 
Club Trike Race event at 
the Brian’s Trike Race 
and Disc Golf Tourna-
ment.  Sure, they aren’t 
District F, but the –event
– was in F.  :-) 
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          As our good friend “Cowboy Bob” PCC Booher would say:                 
 
It’s Fall Roundup Time!!   
 
Yes, it’s time to get out there and ROUND UP all the new Lions we want to build our great clubs! It’s 
time for our Fall Membership Recruitment Drive! 
 
When:  September 1 through October 31st 

 
Goal:     100 new members logged into MyLCI by 10/31 
     We have 61 clubs – if each club added just one, we are 2/3 of 

    the way to our goal. 
 
How are we going to do this?  
 
Wear Your Lions Pin EVERYWHERE! I wear mine everyday – it’s called getting the brand 

recognition out there. We know we need more Lions and young Lions too! 
 
Find new member prospects at fundraisers, fall festivals, news articles, TV news, Facebook, wher-

ever you meet people! Invite them to service projects and evenings out. 
 
Refer prospects to your club GMT if you’re not comfortable making the approach. YOU don’t have 

to do it all, WE all must do it!!! 
 
Tell them that you think they are doing great and have they ever considered being a Lion? You 

may get their permission to ask them to be a Lion quicker than you think! Especially Genera-
tion X (40-54) – How do I know? Because that’s me! 

 
Follow up on your contacts with a message inviting them to talk more about being a Lion if they 

want to hear more, later.  
 

Make the ask. “So, would you like to be a Lion with us?” is a great suggestive ask. Fill out the 
paperwork and get their check or cash. Working on a way to use cards. 

 
If they say, “not right now”. Club GMTs – here’s your prospect list to keep updated, use to 

personally invite to your events and follow-up with them later. 
 
Hold a recruiting drive, we can help you with ideas, staffing and materials – contact me. 

 
POST YOUR SUCCESS. Welcome your new members on your club Facebook page and website 

with photos and their permission. Their example will bring their friends and family! Send pic-
tures to the newsletter and Hoosier Lion! See our Facebook District 25F Recruiting Forum 
page for new updates too!  

 
Make them your newest recruiter. Once sworn in, ask them who else they would like to bring 

along to the party! 
 
For more information, support, and materials, contact PDG Melissa Baker 
                      Membership Chair at (812) 621-8486 or lionmelissab@gmail.com 
COULD ADDING A BRANCH TO YOUR CLUB HELP YOU RECRUIT YOUNGER LIONS? 
 

Take a hard look at your clubs: let’s be honest with each other – Is there a clique or two in your club 
that might be ‘getting in the way’ of the club?  Could folding in a “mini-club” allow the addition of 
some new energy, ideas and personalities?  A good way to include new ways of doing things while 
having more members along with the “old” …Remember one is silver (new) but the other is still pure 
GOLD! 

 
Are you finding that your club is serving less due to an aging membership, and you are not having success at re-
cruiting younger Lions? As you attempt to recruit, are you hearing “I want to serve, but I don’t want to join a tradi-
tional club” or “I don’t have time for meetings or to serve as an officer”. Perhaps it might be time to consider form-
ing a branch. 
 

A branch is a group of Lions within your club, that operate as a “mini-club”. They rely upon your club’s infrastructure to 
manage the administrative functions, so they are free to serve with few club duties. They choose their own meeting times, tra-
ditions and projects and set their own dues. They may decide to be a cyber branch, thereby eliminating the need for physical 
meetings. Therefore, your club can continue meeting and operating as it has, but you can also recruit Lions that can meet and 

mailto:lionmelissab@gmail.com
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serve as they desire. Your club benefits because it continues to serve and grow. The branch Lions are full members of your 
club, and can step up to leadership roles in the club and beyond. 
 
This is an excellent way for a legacy club that may be finding it difficult to continue to do service projects to expand its mem-
bership and serve in new areas. A branch could be started with a group of Lions that cannot regularly attend your meet-
ings due to work. Other opportunities could be groups of people who want to work on one specific project, and would benefit 
from the Lions name, insurance, image/brand and non-profit status. Partnerships with churches, civic groups, neighborhood 
organizations, schools, parents, etc., are perfect places to seek out small groups to recruit as separate branches. This could also 
be a company that wants to support their employees serving and sponsors them to join your club as a group. 
 

How about a young mother’s branch that meets at playtime and one person watches the kids while 

the others do a service project. A group of parents that support their kid’s sports team or band and 

need to raise funds and cover insurance. The branch can also recruit new Lions on their own, thereby 

expanding your service footprint further. The opportunities are only limited by your imagination. Re-

member, these are not strangers that you are supporting, these are your Lions doing your Lions ser-

vice under your club’s name. 

Organization is simple, your club board approves the concept, you find a person/s to form the group, you join the Lions to 
your club in MyLCI and then establish the branch in MyLCI and identify a minimum of 5 Lions as members of the branch in 
MyLCI. A branch liaison is appointed, a president of the branch is elected, and you are up and rolling. 
 
Want to see one in action?  If you have Facebook go here: https://www.facebook.com/STLCWESERVE/?hc_location=ufi 
 

Not on Facebook? No worries, you can still look at their information here: https://e-clubhouse.org/sites/southtucson/
index.php?fbclid=IwAR3grG1IQpAW2gaSP7rrJgggJqJVPY88klXwAEVgRTKfYfKJ1mdPMp79uk0. 
 
Scary stuff you say?  So is the thought of having Lions disappear from more of our communities!   
 
So, saddle up my Lions friends – we got ourselves a roundup to get to! 

https://www.facebook.com/STLCWESERVE/?hc_location=ufi
https://e-clubhouse.org/sites/southtucson/index.php?fbclid=IwAR3grG1IQpAW2gaSP7rrJgggJqJVPY88klXwAEVgRTKfYfKJ1mdPMp79uk0
https://e-clubhouse.org/sites/southtucson/index.php?fbclid=IwAR3grG1IQpAW2gaSP7rrJgggJqJVPY88klXwAEVgRTKfYfKJ1mdPMp79uk0
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June 25 – 29, 2021: Montreal, Quebec:  Known as ‘Canada’s Cultural Capital’, Quebec’s largest city is like no other in 
North America!  Behind Paris, Montreal is the 2nd largest French-speaking city in the world and truly a foodie’s para-
dise. While the underground pedestrian network is impressive with over 2,000 shops covering 18 miles, the 9 miles of 
shops lining the famous Sainte-Catherine Street has been the pride of Montreal for over a century.  Explore Montreal, 
Notre-Dame Basilica , Montreal Museum of Fine Arts and the Olympic Stadium are just a few sight.  If nature is your 
escape, 343 acres of green space in Mount Royal Park offers the best views of this cosmopolitan city.  Montreal has 
so much more to offer.  So encourage your clubs to put on their thinking cap on and start designing. 
 

Pins MUST include: 
 

     a-MD 25 Indiana    (as text) 
     b-the Intl Convention year - 2021 
     c-Lion Club Intl Logo 
     d-Intl Convention Host City representation 
     e-MD 25 graphic resprentation 
 

MD-25 usually includes a race car and/or the outline of Indiana.  Each club can submit one design to its District Gov-
ernor.  One design will be selected by each District Governor.  All District designs need to be submitted to me by De-
cember 15, 2019.  Each District's selected design will be presented to State Council in January. 
 

Remember:  pin designers do not have to be (a) Lions 
 

Be creative!  CT Patricia Bigham, State Pin Chairperson 
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MD-25 INTERNATIONAL PIN DESIGN 

Singapore 2020

 

Congratulations goes out again to

District E - Cecelia Schulz

for the winning design of the

Indiana State Pin for Singapore.

Final artwork by Recognition Services

Design requirements were

*Convention year - 2020

*Lions International logo

*Lions of Indiana recognition - MD25/ Indiana USA

*Graphic representing Indiana - the checkered flag  

*Convention site -Singapore

*Graphic representing convention site - the statue at the entrance

 

Lion Patricia Bigham, State Pin Design Chairperson

Mid-Winter Conference Announces Schedule 
PCC Reed Fish 
 

Members of the MWC planning committee have been meeting regularly for the past several 
months in preparation for the 2020 event, planned for January 10-11 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel 
at the Indianapolis International Airport.  Last year’s MWC saw a dramatic change, in the semi-
nars offered, the number of attendees, and the ‘all under one roof’ feature that the Crowne Plaza 
offered. 
 

Additionally, an extensive evaluation survey last year resulted in an unprecedented 60% return 
rate , with many comments affirming the decision to return to the January dates as well as hold-
ing all events in one facility.  The new seminar format, which eliminated the previous 2-hour 
workshops and 1-hour seminars was also seen as favorable, allowing more attendees to partici-
pate in more seminars.   
 

This year we will also see a return of 16 seminar sessions, offered in four, 50-minutes time slots.  A few of the seminars will 
be repeated twice.  MWC committee members also poured through hundreds of individual comments in last year’s evalua-
tions, again resulting in additional changes made for this year’s conference.  In particular, the Friday evening keynote speak-
er has been replaced with the adoption of a special service project, a Million Meal Movement program. A separate article 
detailing this project has been distributed to district newsletter editors.   
 

One of frequent comments from the surveys addressed the ten minute ‘passing’ period from one seminar to the next.  This 
has been extended to 20 minutes.  Many other details to enhance the enjoyment of the MWC were also addressed and 
should result in an even more enjoyable conference this coming January. Watch for registration information in the next 
several weeks as it will be distributed through district newsletters and the MWC Facebook page at Indiana Lions Mid-
Winter Conference. 
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DG Don Mullen 
60 Coronado Road 
Indianapolis, IN  46234 

“Where There’s a Need, There’s a Lion.” 

Lions District 25-F Newsletter 
November 2019— A publication of the Lions District 25-F Inc. — www.lions25f.org  


